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TOPIC: NATIONAL UNITY IN DIVERSITY: A CASE OF NDIGBO.

LECTURER: HON JUSTICE CHUKWUDIFU A. OPUTA CFR.

1.
INTRODUCTION
Nigeria is a great Country occupied by diverse people, with diverse languages and culture. The climate is diverse - hot and dry in the North but cold and humid in the South. The vegetation is diverse - rain forest in the South, Savannah in the Middle Belt and patchy Scrub land in the far North. Over 374 indigenous languages are spoken, although English is the official Lingua Franca. The people are different, Hausa, Igbo and Yoruba forming the three (3) main tribal orientations. 

In 1914, Sir Frederick (Now Lord) Lugard manufactured a Country which his wife gave the name Nigeria. The marriage between the North and the South resembles a pair of shears, so joined that they cannot be separated, often moving in opposite directions yet always maintaining their essential unity. 

From 1914 the people have started learning how to build a strong virile Nation out of the different tribes and tongues. Our 1960 National Anthem acknowledge and reflected this diversity but yearned for a United Country where though tribes and tongues may differ we will still live in peace and harmony as one united indivisible Country standing in brotherhood as Nigerians and proud to serve our sovereign motherland with our flag of Green White Green symbolizing Peace, Justice and Prosperity. 
The question now is - what is the place and role of Ndigbo in this grand union. It is here that it becomes relevant for the Ndigbo to rediscover themselves.  I will argue in this lecture that since the Amalgamation of 1914 we have been on a difficult and tortuous journey to Nigerian Nationhood defacto as well as dejure. We have been on the bumpy road of trying to build a nation called Nigeria from a welter and conglomeration of differing tribes, tongues and religions. We have not yet arrived at our desired destination.
In 1948 in his "Path to Nigerian Freedom' Chief Obafemi Awolowo, a realist and a pragmatic nationalist boldly stated that:- 
Nigeria is not a nation. It is a mere geographical expression. There are no "Nigerians in the same sense as there are "English", "Welsh" or "French". The word Nigerian is merely a distinctive appellation to distinguish those who live within the boundaries of Nigeria, from those who do not.
Dejure and even geographically there is a place, a land mass, called Nigeria; but that is not enough. Nationhood implies much more. Nation deals more with the people than with the place (geography). As defined a nation is a body of people marked off by common descent, language, culture or historical tradition; a large community of people sharing a common history, culture, language, and government. From the above it is obvious that some vital elements of nationhood do exist in Nigeria. The task before all of us now is to supply the missing elements, as well; so that we can happily sing:-

Though tribes and tongues may differ in brotherhood we stand, 

Nigerians all, are proud to serve our sovereign motherland.
The next question that the topic silently asks is:-
Is Tribalism or Ethnicity inherently and contrary to national aspirations and national identity. In the Epilogue to his book Under Three Masters, an Epilogue titled "I Weep for Nigeria" Chief Jerome Udoji referred to Nigeria as:-


"A country without national consciousness, loyalty or identity, a country torn by the cleavages of tribe and ethnicity; a country ravaged by civil war barely five years after independence, a country which during its thirty-three years of  independence has seen five military coups, four attempted ones, six military leaders and only nine years without soldiers in power, a country with frequent religious riots, election malpractices and widespread corruption, above all a country where the governed have lost confidence and hope in government."
Naturally, I ask myself what has gone wrong and who is to blame? With hindsight I have come to the conclusion that all the actors on the stage past and present have a share of the blame in varying degrees. In chronological order, they are the Colonial power, the Nigerian politicians and the military." 

Note: Udoji's Under Three Masters was published in 1995. Between then and now we have had more coups and more attempted coups, otherwise the other maladies he mentioned are still with us. It is in this kind of country that all the issues raised by the theme of this year's lecture ought to be dispassionately and constructively considered otherwise the entire exercise will be purely academic, theoretical or, at best philosophical.
2.
NATIONAL CONSCIOUSNESS.
(i) 
This seems to be a convenient starting point in the discussion of the various issues arising out of "the theme of this lecture viz the issues of national consciousness versus parochialism and tribalism and the other related issue of ethnicity versus nationhood.
(ii)
In his Path to Nigerian Freedom, Chief Obafemi Awolowo described Nigeria as "a mere geographical expression". Now allegiance is owed to "king and country" and not to a "mere geographical expression". Secondly, patriotism presupposes the existence of a patria or fatherland. Thirdly, patriotism and allegiance are both in the nature of a quid pro quo. In our 1960 Independence National Anthem we prayed:- 

Oh God of all creation, 
Grant this our one request, 
Help us to build a nation, 
Where no man is oppressed, 
And so with peace and plenty, 
Nigeria may be blest.
(iii) The above presupposes a nation whose flag is wide enough and powerful enough to protect all her citizens and· minister to their needs for security peace and plenty. Then in return, the citizens find themselves obliged to sacrifice even life itself in defence of that nation. That is what allegiance, loyalty and patriotism, all imply. The question now is - is Nigeria still a geographical expression or reality of history? Is there in fact (as opposed to theory) a Nigerian Nation?
(iv)
Nigeria came into being in 1914. She was the brain child of Sir Frederick Lugard. In 1914 Nigeria was an artificial creation, a geographical expression if you please. But then most, if not all, nations started that way. England grew from Feudalism through the Industrial Revolution to "the United Kingdom". Germany was manufactured by Otto Von Bismarck. Mazzin and Cacour spearheaded the Italian Risorgimento, George Washington and Abraham Lincoln greatly assisted in the "creation" of what is called The United States of America'. The responsibility for building: A Nigerian nation out of the geographical expression created by Lugard in 1914 must rest squarely on all of us, notwithstanding our ethnic loyalties and affiliations. No one from outside can, or even should, do that for us. Outsiders can only create more and more problems for us as Lugard, created in 1914. Many of our leaders glibly verbalise "a United Nigerian nation" but then cling obstinately to the feudal structures and to all those structural injustices created by Lord Lugard. India had her own problem of conflicting loyalty to mother India and to the rich and powerful Maharajas. It took considerable courage to solve that problem. We in Nigeria, leaders and followers must decide to build a new Nigeria where “though tribes and tongues may differ" we will all still stand in brotherhood as Nigerians proud to serve our sovereign motherland", rejoicing in a new Nigeria, "Where no man is oppressed", a new Nigeria "blest with peace and plenty". This will require considerable wisdom, immense courage and requisite vision, not shackled by personal greed, self interest or ethnic and/ or religious considerations. When that is done, it is then that we can in reality talk of National Consciousness and loyalty to the nation. In any feudal set up the loyalty is usually to the feudal overlord. This is the age of globalisation. People are coming closer and closer together viz. The European Union; the African Union; the United State of America; the European Common Market etc  But here in Nigeria we are fast disintegrating. We started with 3 Regions with the Midwest bringing the number to then we graduated to 12 States during the civil war, then to 19 States; and then to the present 36 States. Paradoxically, the creation of any new States created new minorities and people who were formerly brothers became at the worst enemies and as the best bitter rivals. We have even gone beyond States to autonomous communities with the creation of new Chiefdoms and Ezes or Emirs where there was none before. I again ask Quo Vadis Nigeria? 
3.
CHALLENGES OF TRIBE AND ETHNICITY.
Tribe denotes a group of people who claim a common descent or a common ancestry. Everyone has his roots. In this sense there is nothing wrong with belonging to one tribe or another. But when the loyalty to tribes runs riot we become tribalists and in our myopia we see nothing good in other tribes, then tribalism is created. Then again we have cleavages of tribe. Ethnicity shares with the tribe the myth of collective or common ancestry, a common culture and a sense of solidarity with one another.
In 1984, we held a Seminar at the University of Nigerian, Nsukka. The theme of that Seminar was: - Is Tribalism good or bad. The conclusion was that: If the national flag, the national umbrella is not wide enough to cover and protect everyone, those left out will naturally turn to their tribe for solidarity and support. 
According to Otite there are more than 374 ethnic groups in Nigeria. The dominant ones are: (1) The Hausa / Fulani (2) The Igbos and (3) The Yorubas. Not even all the dominant ethnic groups were equally favoured by our erstwhile colonial masters led by Frederick Lugard and Arthur Richards. The colonial power - Britain - had a wonderful opportunity of fighting to a standstill the corrosive tendencies of ethnicity and in the process forging the requisite unity necessary to build a Nigerian nation. Instead the British chose the imperial policy of Divide and Rule. Sir Fredrick Lugard created the first obstacle to Nigerian unity by dividing the country lopsidedly into 3. The North, the East and West with the land area of the North equal to, if not greater than the East and West put together. This was against the better and wiser advice of E.D. Morell who forcefully argued that the country be divided into 4 Provinces to create some balance; Also Temple, Lugard's Lieutenant Governor advocated 7 Provinces to avoid creating the monstrosity of structural injustice and the domination of the South by the North. That fear still exists and had led to ethnic suspicion and bitter conflicts.
Though the North and South were amalgamated, Lugard chose to keep the North separate from the South. Southerners were forced to live in Sabongari - Strangers Quarters. People from Southern Nigeria, in spite of the amalgamation of 1914 were still regarded, (not as fellow Nigerians), but as strangers in Northern Nigeria. Southerners were not allowed to own land in the North. There was no mixing of the inhabitants from the South to avoid the North being contaminated by evil influences from the South. It did not end there. The North was shielded from the "pervasive influence" from Christian missionaries and European traders. Education other than Koranic education was discouraged in the North. The Lugard's policy of Indirect Rule further perpetrated the medieval feudal system in the North. The Colonial Office sanctioned all that Sir Frederick did. In vain did Governor Clifford who succeeded Lugard try to convince the Colonial Office of the retrogressive nature of Lugard's policy of Indirect Rule which was designed to keep the people of Northern Nigeria as far as possible unspotted from the world and uncontaminated by disturbing extraneous influences from outside. Another important critic of Indirect Rule was Margery Perham. Lugard's policy was designed to produce Northerners, Easterners and Westerners not Nigerians. And that is how it had been with us. We have to fight hard, very hard indeed, to produce true Nigerians. It is very unfortunate that the Colonial office almost canonized the man who did the utmost disservice to Nigerian unity and to Nigerian nationhood, the man who sowed the seed of future ethnic conflicts in Nigeria. We are now faced with all problems of rabid and recrudescent ethnicity. Given the monsters created by Lugard and Arthur Richards how is Nigeria now going to deal with the problems - pressing problems of identity, citizenships, justice, participation of all ethnic groups in the politics of their country? The persistent complaint of marginalisation by nearly all the ethnic groups is but a fallout from our colonial past. Ethnicity has thus become" a valuable new prize over which to fight and a frightening new force with which to contend (Geertz 1973). The marginalized ethnic groups are now questioning the entire system that excludes them from power. 
4.
SIR ARTHUR RICHARD AND THE RICHARD CONSTITUTION 
After the Amalgamation of 1914 there was no political contact between the North and the South. Political activities in the South started as early as 1922 and in a limited way Africans started going to the Legislative Assembly. In the North the British found it rather convenient to leave the existing Native Administration as it was under the doctrine and practice of Indirect Rule. Thus from 1914 to 1946 no Northerner was taking part in the Legislature at national level. Sir Arthur Richard wanted to reverse this backward trend. To get the North to agree to go to Lagos and to the National Legislature Sir Arthur assured them that (1) the principle of separate regional development would be entrenched in his proposed constitution, (2) the representatives in the Regional Assemblies would form electoral colleges for the central legislature and (3) that the North would have 50% of the nominated or indirectly elected members of the Legislature. It worked this way - the North was to have 9 seats, the West 6 and the East '5. This measure was not as a result of any census of the population. No. It was a measure artificially set up to entrench the North as the dominant Region in the country. One can now understand the sarcastic reference by Dr. Nnamdi Azikiwe, to the two Southern regions as "Fair Bride". They cannot be husbands; they can only aspire to be 'fair brides' to their Northern husbands. One can also now appreciate why the North, the Arewa Group, refers to itself as 'born to rule'. This feeling of political dominance has entered into the consciousness of many a Northerner who argue that political power belongs to the North, economic power to the East and Academic power to the West. Southerners can become President only at, and by, the sufferance of the North "We allowed them to become President so that they (the Southerners) may still have a sense of belonging to the Nigerian Federation" was the evidence of a prominent Northerner of the Arewa Consultation Forum at the recent hearing of the Human Rights Violations Investigation Commission. I thought that every Nigerian had a Constitutional right to aspire to the presidency of his/her country. The Amalgamation of 1914 produced an unbalanced structural monster. The Richard's Constitution repatriated that political injustice. From then on the disadvantaged South struggled to redress the balance and the advantaged North have been struggling to maintain the status quo. In this struggle ethnicity became a powerful mobilizational tool on both sides. 

5.
 ETHNICITY AND MARGINALISATION. 
To marginalize means to make a person or a group feel less important and/ or less powerful. It may also mean, and this is relevant to our present discussion, to push a group to the edge of society far away from the centre of political power and influence. 

By mid 1914, the reactions of some Nigerians in Lagos, the South West, and in fact the entire South about the Lugard Amalgamation were summed up in an article published in the Times of Nigeria which read: 
"The Amalgamation of 1914 is broadly speaking the conquest and subjugation of Southern Nigeria by Northern Nigeria. Northern Nigerian system, Northern Nigerian laws I Northern Nigerian Land laws, Northern Nigerian Administration must be made to supersede every system in Southern Nigeria" 

This is the origin, the genesis, of marginalisation real or imagined, of the South by the North. The North was obviously the favoured Ethnic group and the advantaged group. Other groups were disadvantaged and marginalized. The events of 1914 sowed the seeds of our postcolonial conflicts. They also showed the utter weakness of the national edifice built on such weak foundation.
6.
THE IGBOS AS A MARGINALIZED ETHNIC GROUP 
In the concluded Human Rights Violations Investigation Commission the Ohaneze Ndigbo filed Petition No. 1648 complaining bitterly of the marginalization of the Igbos and gave some reasons for the said marginalization. Other ethnic groups filed their own responses to the Ohaneze petition. There were responses from the Arewa Consultative Forum; from the Joint Action Committee on the Middle Belt, from Afenifere; from the South-South and from the Government of the Rivers state as well "as from the Ogbakor Ikwerre Convention. The Ohaneze Ndigbo Petition and the various responses by other ethnic groups revealed how divided, how suspicious of one another and how afraid of one another the various ethnic groups are, thus raising the question whether in fact, we have got a nation and a country called Nigeria. I have decided to use the Ohaneze Petition and various responses to it as a platform to consider issues like Ethnicity, Parochialism, Marginalisation that now seem to be pulling the country apart. Since the present lecture concerns Ndigbo I will limit myself to a consideration of marginalisation of Ndigbo as presented in the Ohaneze Petition.
The petition of Ohanaeze Ndigbo drew a distraction between marginalisation and marginality. The final address by Counsel for the Arewa Consultative Forum (ACF) noted as follows:- 
"By the end of the public sitting, it was clear that every ethnic and regional group had some complaint of economic, social and political victimization, domination and marginalisation against individuals and other groups". 
It ought to be pointed out that the complaint of Ohanaeze Ndigbo was against the Federal Government and its use of federal political power, federal laws and policies to marginalize them. Marginalisation is an example of abuse of power and structural injustice. If there is equitable power sharing, if there exists equitable representation of the various groups at the apex of political power, there would be no marginalisation of any such group. If the government provides a level playing ground, uniform facilities for economic, social and political activities of the citizens, any individual or group that fails to avail himself or itself of those facilities cannot complain of marginalisation. This will be an example of what the Ohanaeze petition referred to as marginality. Dr. Pongri in his Introduction - Historical Background - to Vol. 1 of the Commission's Report Sub nomen Power Sharing got it right when he wrote: - 
"Political leadership has for long been dominated by people from the North. People from the Southern part of Nigeria have always been tolerating and complaining over the issue, agitating for power shift to the South and zoning the country into political zones. For the unity of the country, political leadership should be so re​structured in such a way that everyone feels a sense of belonging in the Nigerian - Nation - State". 
It is the absence of "a sense of belonging in the Nigerian State" that is called marginalisation. 

The evidence from General Haruna putting forward the Arewa view seemed to imply that political power belongs to the North, economic power to the East and Education power to the West. "Born to rule" was slogan from the North. "We allowed them, people of the South to become President was the evidence given by the Arewa Consultative Forum. The shift of the Presidency to the South should not be seen as a gift from the North or as of sufferance from the North. It should be as of right. There should be the Constitutional Right of the South, and in-fact of all Zones, to aspire to the Presidency of the country. This right should never be devalued as a gift from the North.
The evidence that "the Federal bureaucracy, the professions, academics and the economy of this country have been dominated by people from Southern Nigeria" is no answer to the evidence "that the North have dominated the political power for more period than the South.
The above is but the difference between marginalisation and what Ohanaeze referred to "marginality". "Marginality" is self-imposed constraint and marginality can be redressed by affirmative action or "by reflecting the federal character policy" but the problem of marginalisation can only be solved by political restructuring and equitable distributions of political power.
7. 
ACCURATE CENSUS 

The next important issue is the question of Accurate Census. Planning is about people. Politics is a game of numbers. In both cases you need accurate census. You cannot distribute political power fairly; you cannot plan effectively for the future without accurate census. All our former attempts at head count 1963 and 1973 and 1991 were controversial. They all had ethnic over tones and manipulations. And until we move from ethnicity to a national Nigerian outlook, until we become Nigerians and not Hausas, Igbos, Yorubas etc, until that happens, we may never have an accurate head. count in Nigeria. With our present ethnicity phobia, every attempt at a census would assume a political overtone and will be patently manipulated so as to maintain the existing status quo. Tinkering with the Constitution by another Constitutional Conference will not help either. Structural injustice calls for the overhaul of the existing structure that produces the injustice complained of. 

8. 
RESPONSE OF NDIGBO TO MARGINALISATION OF NDIGBO 

It was Francis Bacon who once said: 
Prosperity doth best discover vice. 
Adversity doth best discover virtue. 
The Igbos as a cultural ethnic group have had their ups and downs, their periods of "prosperity" and their periods of adversity". They should therefore be able, by now, to discover their "virtues" and their vices" their original character traits, their modern traits. Again Alexander Pope in his "An Essay on Man" Wrote: - 
"All nature is but art unknown to thee; 
All chance, direction which thou canst not see;  
All discord, harmony not understood; 
All partial evil, universal good; 
And, spite of pride, in erring reason's spite, 
One truth is clear, whatever is, is right. 
Know thou thyself, presume not God to scan, 
The proper study of mankind is man.
In similar vein, I will venture to say to my fellow Igbos that the proper discovery is the Rediscovery of Ourselves. Thus this lecture is an invitation, nay a command to all Ndigbo to embark on a voyage of rediscovery of our talents both apparent and hidden, a rediscovery of our virtues and I may add, a rediscovery of our vices with a view to making amends. The Igbos have a lot to rediscover.
9. 
THE CHALLENGE 
In 1995 I chaired a symposium organized by Laz Ekwueme and other Igbo elites to discuss "The Position of Ndigbo in Contemporary Nigeria". In my keynote Address titled A Confession of Failure And a Challenge, I submitted that the theme of that lecture was both an admission of failure to build the type of Nigeria we conceptualized in our 1960 National Anthem, a Nigeria where all of us, from whatever ethnic group we came, will be simply "Nigerians all", loyal to our sovereign motherland. Nigerians united under our flag of Green, White and Green, symbolizing Hope, Justice, Peace and Plenty; living in a Nigeria where no man is oppressed or marginalized. We have not succeeded in building such a Nigeria and the pity is that we are not even trying hard enough. We failed. Now having failed in our joint endeavour, is it now "To thy tents Oh Israel"? I hope not. Nature however, forbids and avoids a vacuum. The Igbos as an ethnic group are now being challenged to look more and more inward for their security, survival and prosperity. That is the challenge. Even in the fight for a Better Nigeria the Igbos will fare better if they present a united front and adopt properly thought out and well coordinated policies and revive and resurrect those sterling qualities for which the Igbo race was once noted and respected. 
10. 
THOSE ANCIENT AND PRIMORDIAL TRAITS OF THE IGBOS 
Now that we Igbos are on a voyage of rediscovery of ourselves it is necessary to discover what we were, before we derailed to be what we now are. As I said in the introduction, I will regard what we were as the Thesis; what we are now as the Antithesis and what we hope to be after "Rediscovering Ourselves" as the Synthesis. 
11. 
THE IGBOS IN THE STATE OF NATURE 

Long before Nigeria came into being, many European explorers and missionaries had contact with the Igbos and recorded their impressions.
1.
It is on record that as far back as 1591 the Igbo areas of today's Nigeria were put on Portuguese world map as inhabited by some vigorous people whose deep 
culture was a true reflection of their celebrated energy, accomplishment and 
wisdom (the underlining is mine for emphasis).
2.
The Spaniards in 1593 identified the people inhabiting the terrain along the Bight of Biafra as a people noted for their art, a people who sojourn (njepu), who are industrious (Olu) and who delight in accomplishment. 

Note: 
(i) 
There is no authentic historical record to show that the area along the Bight of Biafra was ever inhabited by any other group except the Igbos. 
(ii) 
From the early accounts of the Portuguese and the Spaniards the Igbos were noted for their vigour, energy, wisdom, industry and accomplishments in art etc. These were their primordial traits.
(iii) Weaving was a flourishing industry in Igboland by the 18th Century and the Igbo-Ukwu textile fragments suggest the existence of weaving in parts of Igboland about the 9th Century (C.s. Okeke ​Traditionally Woven Clothes Past and Present) 
(iv)  There are signs of iron smelting and casting in many places in 1gboland Awka blacksmiths traveled the length and breadth of Igboland. 

(v) 
The iron and bronze objects excavated from Igbo-Ukwu were very sophisticated and date back a thousand years. 

(vi) 
Title in Igboland especially the Nze title was a guarantee of character first and foremost and then of success. There was then a noticeable gulf between a "Thief" and a "Chief". 

(vii) 
The Igbos were profoundly a religious people and all accounts of Igbo life reflected that fact - In primordial Igbo culture there was no gulf between faith and life. The accounts of Shanahan and Basden testify to the above. 

(viii)
What· were those peculiar Igbo character traits, which characterized us as Igbos; traits that we seem to have lost along the way, traits which we now seek to rediscover and imbibe. 

(ix) 
I have given an assessment of the Igbos by the early explorers even before Nigeria came into existence by the Amalgamation of 1914. I will now consider the evidence of the early missionaries. 

12.
EVIDENCE OF SHANAHAN 


Bishop Joseph Shanahan who introduced Western Education and the Christian gospel message to the Igbos arrived at Onitsha in 1902. In his journeys he penetrated the Igbo heartland, dealt first hand with all groups of Igbo people and all shades of Igbo opinion, Shanahan by his continued contact with the Igbos through 1913 to 1926 reached an understanding of the Igbo character which he expressed at various times and in various ways: 
(i) 
"The Igbo is at heart a child, with all a child's winsomeness. He loves fun and banter. If you show him the good side of your character, he will show you the best of his. Any missionary who does not succeed in winning the goodwill of nearly all the people is himself at fault. The Igbo Soul aspires to goodness. It is my firm conviction that we shall meet great number of our Ibo pagans as well as practically all our Catholics in heaven. (Bishop Shanahan of Southern Nigeria 1971 - 112-200) 

Note: How I wish we can say that now. 

(ii) During his travels deeper and deeper into the Igbo heartland, Father Shanahan was able to testify that "if you treat the Igbo man with respect and courtesy you will find him a veritable treasure of goodness. He is extremely truthful if he knows you care for him". (Shanahan p.70) 
Note: Goodness and truthfulness were some of the original traits of the Igbos. The question now is, Can we confidently say now that "goodness" and" truthfulness" are still found among the Igbos.
(iii) 
Honesty: Shanahan found from hard experience that: "In general the Igbos are extremely honest" He continued, the Catholic Igbo teachers are men of whom the mission has every right to be proud. They are men of sterling honesty. They help to preach the gospel without counting the cost. If it had not been for their devotedness, their zeal and their self-sacrifice the Fathers would 
have achieved very little. I salute them and pray God to reward them. (Shanahan p.71)
(iv)
One of those early Igbo teachers was William Onuchukwu. Father 
Shanahan tried to summarize the Igbo traits by referring to the name they bear, to him (Shanahan) IBO meant: 


I 
-' 
stands for Industry, Ingenuity and Inventiveness. 


B 
- 
Stands for Boldness, Bravery. 

O 
- 
Stands for Obedience.
(v)
Thus you have IBO. Then Willi Onuchukwu interjected - the name is IGBO and not IBO. To this Father Shanahan added 'yes' G = stands for Godly. 

(vi)
To Father Shanahan the Igbos were an industrious set of people, bold and dedicated and essentially godly.
13. EVIDENCE OF BASDEN 

According to G. T. Basden (Niger IBOs 1966:121):- 

Communal life, within limits, is a potent factor in the life of the people. The impact of Western ideas is responsible for disrupting this. Under the old system, every person knew the "Head" to whom he or she was attached and they realized their Mutual allegiance and responsibility. Hence, there were, in past days, no homeless vagrants in Igboland, the family being responsible for the less fortunate relatives.
The ancient and primordial Igbo character traits included brotherly love and to the Igbo man, then life was a shared existence, labour at farms was rotated and everyone was his brothers' keeper.
Again according to Basden, religion constituted the controlling principle in all Igbo tribal life. "The conception of "spirit" is deep and powerful and is quite a prime and elemental force. Due regard for this spiritual sense must have foremost place in the study of Igbo people because herein is found the motive of action and the key to the solution of many problems connected with native law and custom".
The Igbos of old were a deeply, religious people. Nearly every Igbo name has a religious impact and signification (Chukwuemeka, Chukwuka,. Chukwudi, Chukwuma etc.) Then there is the concept of “alu" - something offensive to the gods and therefore a taboo. The Igbos drew a sharp line of distinction between a good man (Ezimadu) and a rich man (Okemadu). A rich man of ill repute lived in perpetual isolation shunned by all. Then again is the social and religious institution of 'Nze na Ozo'. An Nze man was deeply respected because very much was expected of him. He must be transparently honest, truthful and reliable. He must abide by all the customary do's and don’ts - Ozeta Odili, Ozetalo Onwua. He alone wears a red cap. Title in Igboland especially the Nze title was a first and foremost guarantee of character. No known thief was allowed to take the Nze title. Now there is little to choose between some Chiefs and some Thieves. But nowadays things have changed. Every Tom, Dick and Harry, every taxi driver wears a red cap. These were our original traits, the character peculiarities of the Igbos before 1914 when Nigeria came into existence. When and how did we lose these traits is not the subject of this lecture, rather the terminus ad quem of this lecture is the Rediscovery of all these Original Positive Igbo attributes. And in rediscovering them we thereby rediscover ourselves.
I will now turn the search light on ourselves as Igbos and note how far we have been faithful to our roots character wise. Take the name IGBO. Unlike what Shanahan interpreted it to mean we have now counted new interpretation just in line with our current behaviour. IGBO now mean I GO BEFORE OTHERS. There is now a noticeable propensity in us to emphasis and push our ego forward. We all want to lead. No one wants to be led. Hence we have another saying: Igbo amaeze - the Igbo man has no respect for constituted authority. There is a sister saying - Igbo emoe Eze-the Igbos will not accept anyone as leader. This explains why every Igboman struggles to be P.H.D. Here P.H.D. does not mean an academic accolade. No it means "Pull Him Down" or "Pull The House Down". The Igbos, are alleged to be democrats but when democracy runs riot it becomes demon crazy or anarchy. This trend is symptomatic of another ill, "Too Know" "He who does not know and knows not that he does not know is a fool. Shun him". 
The Igbos, are migrants. There is no corner of Nigeria you will not find an Igboman. It requires the quality of brotherly regard if not love, courtesy, respect for the people among whom ",we live to survive. The Igbos build a home anywhere they go, very few if any other ethnic groups have built permanent structure in Igboland, Cosmopolitarianism will ex-necessitate require a good measure of respect for the feelings and sensibilities of our host communities (Calabar shut up) (Eze Igbo in Abuja - No, ethnic group has their Eze, or Oba or Obong or Emir of Abuja). I have set out above what our friends - the early explorers and missionaries thought about us their assessment of our character - traits. I have also tried to chronicle what our enemies or our critics say we Igbos are like. The challenge now is for us on the process of self-discovery to find out and cultivate all the good and praiseworthy traits (past and present) of the Igbo character in our present voyage of rediscovering ourselves and to use these its purpose-fully in the struggle to Build a Better Nigeria, a United Nigeria, a Nigeria that all of us will be proud to call "our Sovereign Motherland, where peace and justice reign". In the above struggle the issue will be, not who is right but what is right for Nigerian Unity; in that struggle we will all refuse to worship at the altars of the gods of ethnicity and religious intolerance and sacrifice parochialism at the shrine of National Consciousness and Patriotism. As ethnic groups we may feel marginalized but as Nigerians the story will certainly be different. To achieve success we must have abiding hope and refuse to believe or accept that Nigeria is beyond redemption. If we all change for the better, Nigeria will be better. If we do not like what we are seeing perhaps the way forward is to change what we are doing and we thereby change the future of Nigeria. 
14.
MARGINALISATION OF NDI- IGBO 

The Chambers English Dictionary defines marginalisation as to push to the edge of society". The Oha-na-eze Petition alleges that the Federal Government by:- 

(i) 
Its genocidal prosecution of the Civil War; 


ii) 
Its abandoned Property Decrees and 


iii) 
Its discriminatory practices after Civil War; 

has pushed them to the edge of the Nigerian Society. It is the Federal Government who should have responded to the Oha-na-eze Petition, the government did not do so. We allowed the responses of the other ethnic groups to show that they too have something to complain about.
The Oha-na-eze Petition complained that from 1966 -1999 the policy of the Federal Government of Nigeria towards Ndi-Igbo of the South East, geo​political zone has been one of Total Exclusion from the source of political power from where all the other dividends of democracy, social amenities and economic privileges emanate.  Their 1st witness, Comrade Uche Chukwumerije gave evidence of this total exclusion to Wit:- From 1966 - 1999 no one from the South East geo​political zone had occupied:- 

i. 
The post of President or Head of State of Nigeria; 


ii. 
The post of Head of Army, Navy of Air Force; 


iii. 
The post of Head of the Judiciary; 


iv. 
The post of Head of the Police; 


v. 
The post of Head of any Parastatal; and 


vi. 
The post of Head of Service. 

He also testified that there exists no noticeable Federal Government presence in terms of Road Reconstruction, Provision of Electricity, International Airport, Telecommunication Facilities, etc. 
He concluded that the impression thus created is that the Igbo are being punished for the January 15th, 1966 coup which has been mischievously branded" An Igbo Coup". He contended that the July 1966 coup, the atrocities and genocide during the Civil War and the Asaba massacres (Blood on the Niger) were all part of this punishment. As I said earlier on, there was no response from Federal Government. 

15. 
WAS THE 15TH JANUARY, 1966 COUP AN IGBO COUP? 

Now that tempers have cooled down, it is time to consider the important issue (yet unresolved) whether the 15th January 1966 Coup was an "Igbo Coup". The final address submitted by Learned Counsel for Oha-na-eze Ndi-Igbo dealt with this issue. The Arewa final address did not. I will now consider the Oha-na-eze Ndi-Igbo arguments:- 

"The Pretext for the unleashing of mayhem on Ndi-Igbo was an imaginary conjecture of a grand conspiracy by Igbo race". 
The address then argued that:- 

"If the Igbo race is credited with any intelligence, one would ask, 

"What sort of power or position do the Igbos want in 1966, which they did not have, to warrant a conspiracy by way of a coup plot to achieve?" 

Now, in 1966,"the President of Nigeria, Dr. Nnamdi Azikiwe was an Igbo, the President of the Senate, Dr. Nwafor Orizu was an Igbo. The General Officer Commanding the Nigerian Army, Lt. General Aguiyi Ironsi was an Igbo.  If the January 15, 1966 coup was to promote Igbo interest one wonders how? In addition, there was the direct evidence of Ben Gbulie that they (the January 15, 1966 coup plotters) intended to replace Dr. Nnamdi Azikiwe with Chief Obafemi Awolowo as the President of Nigeria. The beneficiary of the 15th January, 1966 coup was to be Chief Obafemi Awolowo. Now, Chief Awolowo happens not to belong to the Igbo Ethnic group. Secondly, the author of the book "Why We Struck" Adewale Ademoyega, a Yoruba Officer clearly stated that the January 15, 1966 coup was planned by Young Military Officers Igbos and non-Igbos alike disgusted with the State of Nigeria Nation. He did not ascribe that coup to any particular ethnic group. Thirdly, those who put down the coup were Igbo Officers - namely the General Officer Commanding Nigerian Army, Lt. General Aguiyi Ironsi and Colonel Patrick Agwuna, called as the fourth witness by the Ohaneze Ndi -Igbo. An Igbo Coup put down by Igbo Officers looks very much like a contradiction in terms. The fourth reason for branding the January 15, 1966 an Igbo Coup" was that Dr. Nnamdi Azikiwe. Chief Michael Okpara and Chief Dennis Osadebe, all Igbo leaders were not killed in the coup, whereas Northern leaders like Alhaji Ahmadu Bello, The Sarduana of Sokoto, Alhaji Tafawa Balewa, the Prime Minister and top Northern Military Officers like Brig. General Maimalari and Colonel Pam were killed. Colonel Unegbe, an Igbo Officer was killed during the 1966 coup, but nobody ever mentions his name. Sir, Abubakar Tafawa Balewa was intimated by the British High Commission and requested to seek refuge either in the High Commission or in a British Frigate moored offshore. He declined to accept, either offer. The Sarduana was warned by many, including Chief S. L. Akintola of the impending coup. He too refused to leave the country. Chief Michael Okpara the Premier of the East was on the night of the Coup 15th January 1966 hosting a State Dinner for a visiting Head of State Archbishop Macarius of Cyprus. It would have been highly imprudent to attack the Enugu State House that night. In the morning of January 16th Okpara was arrested at the Enugu airport where he went to see his host off. By then the coup has been successfully foiled. Fifthly, since the January 15th, 1966 coup there have been five successful and five attempted coups. None of these 10 coups were linked with the ethnic origin of the coup plotters.
We think it is high time Nigerians put the records straight for the benefit of the younger generation and for the peaceful co-existence of all citizens. 
16.
THE STRUGGLE FOR A UNITED NIGERIA: THE WAY FORWARD 

(i) The Constitutional Provision for Nigerian Citizenship Nigerian Citizenship pre-supposes the existence of a Nigeria Nation, a Nation whose citizenship has then been defined by her Constitution. Section 2(1) of our 1999 Constitution stipulates that:- 

"Nigeria is one indivisible and indissoluble Sovereign State." Section 25(1) of the self same Constitution makes, every person born in Nigeria before the date of Independence either of whose parents or any of whose grand parents belongs or belonged to a community indigenous to Nigeria or any person born in Nigeria after the date of Independence either of whose parents or any of whose grand parents is a citizen of Nigeria, a Citizen of Nigeria. A Citizen of Nigeria should normally enjoy all the rights and privileges of that citizenship everywhere in Nigeria. This is what the Constitution prescribed. In actual practice however, one sees tribalism, ethnicity, Stranger and Son of the Soil Syndrome reducing Nigeria into a mere geographical expression and Nigerian citizenship into a hollow myth.
17. 
THE AMERICAN EXPERIENCE. 

America is a nation consciously created and made up of men and women from many different origins and cultures knit together by common aspirations, common ideals of liberty and freedom and of religious tolerance. Then there is the American Flag, wide enough and powerful enough to shield and protect every American wherever he/ she may be. We can learn much, very much, from the American experiment in nation building. 
18. 
OUR COMMON IDEALS 

The American struggle towards unity and nationhood was greatly aided by their possession of common aspirations and common ideals. Are these absent in Nigeria? The preamble to our 1979 Constitution clearly stated our own aspirations:- 

(i) 
To live in Unity and Harmony as one indivisible and indissoluble 

Sovereign State; 

(ii) 
To provide a Constitution for the purpose of promoting the good government and welfare of all persons in our country on the principles of freedom, equality and justice. 

Secondly, our National Anthem refers to Nigeria as "Our fatherland" and we are to serve that "fatherland" with all our heart and with all our might. That fatherland is to be for us "One Nation bound in freedom, peace and unity." Thirdly, our National Colours (the colours of our flag.) are Green, White and Green. These are symbolic. Green symbolizes Hop 2, Fecundity and Prosperity. White symbolizes Peace and Justice. It is therefore correct to say that like the Americans, we in Nigeria, at least, aspire to common set of ideals - Freedom; Equality; Justice and Peace. Though our tribes and tongues may differ, these common set of ideals should unite us. When we got our Independence in 1960 we dreamt of building a Nation where though tribes and tongues may differ we will still stand side by side in brotherhood as Nigerians. When President Clinton visited Nigeria in 1999 he too talked of "a Nigeria worthy of its people's dreams, to advance the cause of peace, justice and prosperity". 
Again, in his Inaugural Address to the nation on the 29th day of May 1999, President Olusegun Obasanjo charged all Nigerians as follows:- 
"Let us rise as one to face the task ahead and turn this daunting scene into a new dawn." 
The Nigerian scene from 1966-1999 has been very daunting indeed with many things falling apart including national unity, national loyalty, allegiance and patriotism. Of course there has to exist a patriotism; our fatherland; before one can talk of patriotism. The President wants Nigerians to see themselves as Nigerians and to put the interest of Nigeria over and above those of tribes or tongues. All the negative forces of Fear of Domination, Tribalism, Ethnicity, Son of the Soil versus Stranger Element Syndrome -' all these should give way to "a new dawn of a People United; under one Flag bound together by common aspirations of liberty, freedom, justice and peace." " A New Age of One Nation, One People, One Destiny" with the Culture of Unity in Diversity and of Brotherhood based on one Common Nigerian Citizenship and respect for the human rights of every Nigerian. It is in such a New Nigerian that anyone can safely talk of sustaining Nigeria's Nationhood.
19.
THE WAY FORWARD TO THE NIGERIA OF OUR DREAM 

To realise the Nigeria of our dream will require change - changing the future. But can we change the future? Yes because the future is merely the result of the decisions we make today. If therefore we do not like what we are seeing, we change what we are doing and we thereby change the future. But man must change before nations can. The undisputable fact is that nothing will happen in our nation that did not first happen in our minds. If tribalism is rampant, if ethnicity is the vogue, if sectionalism is the gospel, if indiscipline is rife, if corruption is the order of the day- we have to search our individual minds for that is where it all starts. If we change from negative to positive ideas about nation building; that will be needed will be commensurate courage to carry through. 

20.
REDRESSING THE STRUCTURAL IMBALANCE CREATED IN 1914 

Many Northern leaders had referred to the Mistake of 1914. Many Southern leaders bemoan the structural imbalance created by Sir Frederick Lugard in 1914. Since both North and South (for different reasons may be) regard the event of 1914 as a mistake may be we will start our journey of reconstruction with the 1914 amalgamation. With the creation of more states from the old Northern Region the North has been split into Adamawa, Bauchi, Benue, Borno, Gombe, Jigawa, Kaduna, Kano, Katsina, Kebbi, Kogi, Kwara, Nasarawa, Niger, Plateau, Sokoto, Taraba, Yobe and Zamfara, 19 States in all. Geographically at least the problem of one big monolithic North seems to have been solved. 
The South has been split up to Abia, Akwa lbom, Anambra, Bayelsa, Cross River, Delta, Ebonyi, Edo, Ekiti, Enugu, lmo, Lagos, Ogun, Ondo, Oshun, Oyo, Rivers, 'a total of 17 States. 19 States in the North and 17 States in the South, this seems to be a great improvement on the partition by Lugard in 1914. 
21.
CREATION OF MORE STATES AND MARGINALISATION 

The splitting of Nigeria into 36 States has not solved the vexed question of marginalisation! During the last concluded Human Rights Violations Investigation Commission most of the new states in the north, especially States in the Middle Belt still complain of marginalisation by the far North Hausa/Fulani ethnic group. The Southern States as well complained of marginalisation by the two former dominant ethnic groups, the Igbos and the Yorubas. We are therefore, bound to find a better answer to the question of marginalisation and that answer I will venture to suggest will be the provision of a level playing ground and equality of all States in the distribution of amenities and other dividends of democracy. Resource Control will also be a useful catalyst, if States control their resources and then contribute proportionately to the central fund that will meet the demands of true federalism. 
22.
ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF OUR ETHNIC MULTIPLICITY 

Section 2(1) of the 1999 Constitution proudly and confidently proclaims that
"Nigeria is one indivisible and indissoluble sovereign State". That may be our aim, our terminus and quem. That is not the reality on the ground. The reality is that Nigeria is a nation made up of many nations or nationalities, some historically marginalized and disadvantaged and existing in a situation of "stratified fulmination" with super ordinate and subordinate relationships. Nigeria is made up of heterogeneous people with primordial ties that will not easily dissolve, ties that are passed on, from one generation to another, and which when mobilized can impact with devastating effect on the polity. These ties are powerful symbols of ethnic identity and are engraved in the collective consciousness of members of each ethnic group.
During the State Banquet held for President Shehu Shagari in Owerri on the 4th September 1980 I had the opportunity of expatiating on those ties that bind us together and on the other ties which if not carefully handled will divide us. I will crave your indulgence to reproduce part of that "TOAST TO THE UNITY OF NIGERIA.
"We have 19 States making up the Federal Republic with an amazing mass of tribes and tongues. Our former (1960) National Anthem acknowledged and took the fact into consideration when it emphasized ​“Though tribes and tongues may differ in brotherhood we stand Nigerians all. And proud to serve our mother land" In our peculiar situation therefore, we want unity not uniformity our nation, diverse as it is, can only aim at unity in diversity. Unity in Nigeria, nay democracy itself, cannot survive where everyone wears exactly the same intellectual uniform or point of view. The unity we envisage and require in Nigeria must necessarily imply a diversity of views on politics, economics and world affairs. Our educational system should therefore be free to promote purer knowledge which are immune to standardized opinion.
To cement harmony and unity in our diverse tribes and tongues and creeds, there must be a genuine understanding of one another, a genuine interest in one another and a genuine love for our country more than for our Tribe or State. We must develop a sense of community with others of differing tribes, tongues and creed instead of our present stance of proximity without community. Most importantly we must learn and endeavour to accept others not as we want them to be, but as they actually are. Human beings need acceptance and it is this acceptance that is the cornerstone, the bedrock, of national unity. Knowledge of the problem of ethnic diversity in Nigeria is half of that problem solved". 

23.
EDUCATION FOR UNITY 

Our educational system should consciously teach the blessings of unity in Nigeria and our politicians should put into practice what the schools teach. Youths are ever hero worshippers and they see our leaders as their heroes. Those leaders should therefore, be extremely careful about their public utterances as they affect the prime issue of national unity. The test of the efficacy of our proposed education for national unity will be evidenced by our development of national attitudes. There is also the need for public enlightenment on the need for unity of the country and in the country. We have a Ministry of Information and 'National Orientation. This Ministry should enlighten Nigerians on their civic responsibilities as Nigerians and on the need for National Integration. To match their words with action we need to have appropriate functioning structures that are federally and nationally oriented. 
24.
CAN WE MODIFY OUR SYSTEM OF GOVERNMENT 

Like in all colonial dependences, our Independence Constitution was manufactured in England and imposed on us. We have since been tinkering with that Constitution. The Republican Constitution we are now operating was not home grown. What were the inputs of our various nationalities? Little, if any. Tinkering with a faculty Constitution may not be the answer. Where there exist structural defects and structural injustices the only way out is to replace these structures. The British Parliamentary System was imported. We tried it without the "spirit and conventions of that Constitution"; without the level of education, the social and moral climate that made it work in England. We are now trying the American type without "the democratic spirit", and other favourable factors that make that Constitution work for America. One can easily uproot a Constitution from its native habitat. That is easy enough. What is not so easy is to successfully transplant it on alien and foreign soil. "The British and American systems are good in themselves but unfortunately, they are not for export. They are home grown and developed from. the history and culture of the two communities. Furthermore, both systems are suitable for enlightened citizens in developed countries with responsible public opinion and where no one can get away with crime of .improprieties". (Udoji, Under Three Masters 1995:169) Chief Udoji continued "In Nigeria, we have to evolve our own democratic system, having regard to our historical antecedents, factual circumstances, including the need to contain cleavages of tribe and ethnicity until national integration is achieved", I agree. 
25.
FEDERATION OR CONFEDERATION 

To complete my random thoughts on The Way Forward for Nigeria, I will like us to consider - Federation or Confederation and then decide on which system will better serve the interest of a Nigeria looking for a Way Forward to the Nigeria of our Dream. During the just concluded Human Rights Violations Investigation Commission several ethnic nationalities submitted memoranda. Each memorandum complained of domination and/ or marginalisation. There were several complaints of political domination or else of economic and bureaucratic marginalisation. The question now arises - What political arrangement will more successfully address these issues and restore the confidence of our various nationalities in governance? And at the same time neutralize the cleavages of tribes, tongues and creeds. Our chosen form of government must be such that gives every Nigerian a sense of belonging and participation. We must put in place a system that is, of course, democratic and participatory; democratic in the sense that it gives every citizen notwithstanding his tribe tongue and creed, the right to aspire to even the Presidency. The Presidency should never be conceived as belonging to a particular ethnic group at whose sufferance members of other ethnic groups may aspire to that high office. The zoning of the office of the Presidency to the six geopolitical zones into which Nigeria has now been divided thus appears to be a move in the right direction. Since Resource Control is now one of the Thorny Issues that tend to tear the country apart, it is to be suggested that if not a Confederation then a True Federation is our best bait. What we are operating now is Hybrid or a cross breed between parliamentary democracy and Federalism. There is too much power at the center. There must be considerable devolution of power from the center to the federating or confederating units.
26.
ENTHRONING GOD AND CONSCIENCE 

On the religious side the sure Way Forward is to restore God and Conscience to the centre of human consciousness. Tear the idea of God from the hearts of men and you enthrone moral decadence, violence, aggressiveness, contempt for human life, bribery, corruption, election malpractices etc.  

May the good Lord who is the Way guide our footsteps along the way forward for Nigeria.
27.
CONCLUSION: CALL FOR UNTIY AMONG THE IGBOS 

As I said earlier on, Nkem bu nkem, ma nke anyi bu nke anyi. That being so, I will like to end this lecture on an Igbo note. In a letter dated December, 13, 1999, UMUADA IGBO appealed to Igbo Leaders and Followers to dose ranks and come together, and work together for the welfare and well​being of Ndi-Igbo: That was a patriotic call coming from our mothers and our sisters. I salute them." 

When considering the Challenge that this Lecture presents to the Igbos I noted that the Igbos have been forced by the turn of events in the country to look more and more inward for their Security, Survival and Prosperity. I further noted that even in the wider fight for a Better Nigeria the Igbos (and any other ethnic group for that matter) will fare better, if they presented a UNITED FRONT and adopted PROPERLY THOUGHT OUT AND WELL COORDINATED POLICIES. 
We had during the hey days of Nigerian Nationalism and fight for independence. The IGBO UNION speaking for the Igbos. That Union has atrophied and nature forbids a vacuum. We need to put something in its place. During the recent Human Rights Violations Investigation Commission, the OHANEZE NDIGBO presented a very well documented Petition No. l648 which with the various responses to it formed the basis of our discussion of the issues brought before the Commission. The Ohaneze Ndigbo may not be perfect - no human institution is. But it can form a useful platform for Igbo Unity. I will therefore urge Ndi-Igbo to join the Ohaneze Ndigbo and, may be, reform it from within (if need be). This will satisfy the earnest yearnings of Umuada Igbo. This will show that we Ndi Igbo have succeeded in Rediscovering Ourselves. Igwe bu ike. 

And here I rest my case.
HON JUSTICE CHUKWUDIFU AKUNNE OPUTA CFR, D.LITT 
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